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"(7) 'State vessel' means a vessel owned or demise chartered
by the government of a State or an authority or a political
subdivision of a State;
"(8) 'United States', when used in a geographic sense, means
the States of the United States, Guam, Puerto Rico, the Virgin
Islands, American Samoa, the District of Columbia, the North-
ern Mariana Islands, and any other territory or possession of
the United States; and
"(9) Vessel of the United States' means a vessel documented
under chapter 121 of this title, numbered under chapter 123 of
this title, or titled under the law of a State.
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"SUBCHAPTER I—GENERAL
"§ 31301. Definitions
"In this chapter—
"(1) 'acknowledge' means making—
"(A) an acknowledgment or notarization before a notary
public or other official authorized by a law of the United
States or a State to take acknowledgments of deeds; or
"(B) a certificate issued under the Hague Convention
Abolishing the Requirement of Legalisation for Foreign
Public Documents, 1961;
"(2) 'district court' means—
"(A) a district court of the United States (as defined in    Courts, U.S.
section 451 of title 28);

